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HI, I’M BEN.
I’m a web craftsman, author, 
and speaker. I build a platform 
for professional photographers 
at ShootProof. I enjoy APIs, 
open source software, 
organizing user groups, good 
beer, and spending time with my 
family. Nashville, TN is my 
home.

✤ Books

✤ Zend PHP Certification 

Study Guide 
✤ PHP 5 Unleashed 

✤ Nashville PHP & Atlanta PHP

✤ array_column()

✤ ramsey/uuid library

✤ virtPHP

✤ PHP League OAuth 2.0 Client

https://www.shootproof.com/
http://virtphp.org/




Our 
journey 
 begins



array_column()



array array_column ( array $array , mixed 
$column_key [, mixed $index_key = null ] )



$records = array( 
    array( 
        'id' => 2135, 
        'first_name' => 'John', 
        'last_name' => 'Doe', 
    ), 
    array( 
        'id' => 3245, 
        'first_name' => 'Sally', 
        'last_name' => 'Smith', 
    ), 
    array( 
        'id' => 5342, 
        'first_name' => 'Jane', 
        'last_name' => 'Jones', 
    ), 
    array( 
        'id' => 5623, 
        'first_name' => 'Peter', 
        'last_name' => 'Doe', 
    ) 
);



$first_names = array_column($records, 'first_name'); 
print_r($first_names);



Array 
( 
    [0] => John 
    [1] => Sally 
    [2] => Jane 
    [3] => Peter 
)



$last_names = array_column($records, 'last_name', 'id'); 
print_r($last_names);



Array 
( 
    [2135] => Doe 
    [3245] => Smith 
    [5342] => Jones 
    [5623] => Doe 
)



My story























A brief 
history of 
internals



Changes



RFC Process
wiki.php.net/rfc/howto

https://wiki.php.net/rfc/howto


Subversion
wiki.php.net/rfc/phpvcs

https://wiki.php.net/rfc/howto


Release Process
wiki.php.net/rfc/releaseprocess

https://wiki.php.net/rfc/howto


Voting Process
wiki.php.net/rfc/voting

https://wiki.php.net/rfc/voting


DVCS (Git)
wiki.php.net/rfc/dvcs

https://wiki.php.net/rfc/dvcs


So, you 
have an 
idea?



1. Email internals
internals@lists.php.net 

Don’t be intimidated 

Propose your idea 

Get feedback 

Don’t get discouraged



2. Create an RFC
Get wiki karma, if needed 

Create your RFC on the wiki by going to a 
URL like wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc and 
clicking “Create this page” 

Follow the RFC template provided 

Add your RFC to the “In Draft” section on 
wiki.php.net/rfc

https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc
https://wiki.php.net/rfc


3. Open discussion
Change the status of your RFC to “Under 
Discussion” 

Move your RFC to the “Under Discussion” 
section on wiki.php.net/rfc 

Send email to internals to introduce your 
RFC 

Try to answer/resolve all questions; 
incorporate the feedback into your RFC

https://wiki.php.net/rfc


4. Call for votes
When all questions have been resolved 
and a minimum of 2 weeks have passed, 
change the RFC status to “Voting” 

Move your RFC to the “Voting” section on 
wiki.php.net/rfc 

Add the voting macro to the RFC page 

Start a new thread on internals with 
“[VOTE]” in the subject line

https://wiki.php.net/rfc


5. Voting ends
Your RFC will be: 

1. Accepted 

2. Declined 

3. Needs more discussion 

In any case, update the status of the RFC 
on the wiki



6. Implementation
Once implemented, update the RFC again 
with: 

1. The version it was merged into 

2. Links to the commits/pull request 

3. A link to the PHP manual entry



The 
mailing list



Here be 
dragons?



Not really



Just passionate 
people



1. Respect other people working on the project. 

2. Do not post when you are angry. 

3. Make sure you know what you are talking about. 

4. Be aware of what previous posters have said. 

5. Use your real name & keep signatures to two lines. 

6. Now and then, step back from an active thread. 

7. Do not top post. 

8. Do not hijack threads.



Creating 
an RFC



https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/my_rfc?do=edit&rev=0


Introduction 

Proposal 

Backward Incompatible Changes 

Proposed PHP Version 

Open Issues 

Patches and Tests 

Implementation 

Rejected Features





Set up your 
environment



php.net/build-setup.php

http://php.net/build-setup.php
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Contributing to 
PHP Core

bram.se/php-contrib

http://bram.se/php-contrib


Build cycle
Running make can take a while; no need 
to run configure or make clean after every 
code change 

Don’t forget to buildconf 

Compiler warning messages can be 
difficult to see; use: 

make 2> tee ~/php55-make.log



Running tests
Running make test can also take forever 

You can run individual tests: 

sapi/cli/php run-tests.php ext/standard/
tests/array/array_column_basic.phpt 

Don’t forget to set your test executable: 

export TEST_PHP_EXECUTABLE=/home/vagrant/
src/php-src/sapi/cli/php



lxr.php.net
This is your friend. 

It allows you to quickly search for 
symbols and references within the PHP 
source.
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Rasmus’s php7dev
php7dev is a Debian 7.8 Vagrant image 
which is preconfigured for testing PHP 
apps and developing extensions across 
many versions of PHP. 

Every version of PHP since 5.3 is 
precompiled and installed in /usr/local/
php*.
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Sending a 
pull request





But I don’t 
know C



Find a 
mentor



phpmentoring.org

http://phpmentoring.org


You win 
some, you 
lose some



About the process
PHP RFCs 
wiki.php.net/rfc 

How to create a PHP RFC 
wiki.php.net/rfc/howto 

Chris Jones’s blog post, “The Mysterious PHP RFC Process...” 
blogs.oracle.com/opal/entry/the_mysterious_php_rfc_process 

Voting RFC 
wiki.php.net/rfc/voting

https://wiki.php.net/rfc
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/howto
https://blogs.oracle.com/opal/entry/the_mysterious_php_rfc_process
https://wiki.php.net/rfc/voting


Developing core
PHP Internals Book 
www.phpinternalsbook.com 

Extending and Embedding PHP 
www.amazon.com/Extending-Embedding-PHP-Sara-
Golemon/dp/067232704X 

php-src on GitHub 
github.com/php/php-src 

References about maintaining and extending PHP 
wiki.php.net/internals/references

http://www.phpinternalsbook.com
http://www.amazon.com/Extending-Embedding-PHP-Sara-Golemon/dp/067232704X
https://github.com/php/php-src
https://wiki.php.net/internals/references


Other ways to help
Documentation team 

Sysops team 

QA team 

Answer questions on the PHP general 
user mailing list: php.net/mailing-
lists.php 

http://php.net/mailing-lists.php


Contributing to Core

Copyright © 2015 Ben Ramsey.


This work is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0 International. For uses not covered under this 
license, please contact the author.

Ramsey, Ben. “Contributing to Core.” Dutch PHP Conference. RAI Amsterdam 
Conference Centre, Amsterdam. 27 Jun. 2015. Conference presentation.

This presentation was created using Keynote. The text is set in 
Museo Slab and Helvetica Neue. The source code is set in 
Ubuntu Mono. The iconography is provided by Font Awesome.


Unless otherwise noted, all photographs are used by 
permission under a Creative Commons license. Please refer to 
the Photo Credits slide for more information.

THANK YOU. 
ANY QUESTIONS?

benramsey.com!

" @ramsey

# github.com/ramsey

$ ben@benramsey.com 

If you want to talk more, feel free to 
contact me.

% joind.in/14256

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://www.exljbris.com/museoslab.html
http://font.ubuntu.com/
http://fontawesome.io/
http://benramsey.com
https://twitter.com/ramsey
http://github.com/ramsey
mailto:ben@benramsey.com?subject=Your%20Caching%20Strategies%20Talk%20at%20Lone%20Star%20PHP%202015
https://joind.in/14256


PHOTO CREDITS
1. “Core Samples” by Adam Winsor. CC BY-NC 2.0

2. “Long Road” by Sjoerd van Oosten. CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

3. “PHPers out to do Amsterdam” by Aaron Wormus. 

Used with permission.

4. “Making Sage Breakfast Sausage” by Joel Johnson. 

CC BY-NC 2.0

5. “Fallen Leaves” by Brian Richardson. CC BY 2.0

6. “Luminous Idea” by Tiago Daniel. CC BY-NC-ND 2.0


7. “Dragon” by Paola Kizette Cimenti. CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

8. “Nature montagnarde” by Benoit Theodore. CC BY-

NC-SA 2.0

9. ‘printf("hello, world\n”);’ by isipeoria. CC BY-NC-ND 

2.0

10.“Interns and Mentors.” Courtesy of Pacific Northwest 

National Laboratory. CC BY-NC-SA 2.0
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